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Public Opposition to Beltway Persists
Citizens Urge VDOT to dump new highway in favor of smarter fixes

Called many thingsincluding aloop road, southeast connector, beltway or re-routing of 1-81, the
debate over anew highway in Rockingham County that could ultimately circle Harrisonburg
continues today.

“Like arunaway truck, a proposd to build abeltway around Harrisonburg rumbles on despite deep
public opposition,” noted Kim Sandum, President of the Community Alliance for Preservation
(CAP).

For more than four years, Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has been pursuing aplan
to build alimited access beltway around Harrisonburg and today they are holding another public
meeting on what could be the first piece of aHarrisonburg beltway. Public sentiment has been
consistently and overwhelmingly against this road project. Since VDOT first had hearings four
years ago, when over 1,800 people opposed to the loop road turned out, opposition from
Rockingham citizens has been clear.

“For years citizens have been saying ‘we don’t want it, we don’t need it, don’t waste tax dollars on
aloop road,” said Sandum. “VDOT is asking the wrong questions. VDOT askswhere to build a
beltway rather than if abeltway should be built at al.”

The price tag for a beltway around Harrisonburg has not yet been revealed, but the cost would be
staggering as just one interchange could cost at least $25 million. Now that Harrisonburg,
Rockingham County, Bridgewater, Dayton, and Mount Crawford are tied together in a new traffic
planning organization, the future fates and budgets of these localities are intertwined. Sandum
noted, “ Any maor new highway would severely limit funding available for other projects. We
can’'t afford to waste taxpayer money on new highways that won't even address people’s current
traffic problems.”

The Community Alliance for Preservation, CAP, had atable at the VDOT hearing to provide
Rockingham residents with information about better options to building a beltway through the
county’s prime agricultural area.

“Citizens need to know that we have achoice. We don't have to accept VDOT's plan for a beltway
through our prime farmland. We don’t have to build on all of the land between [-81 and
Massanutten. It isour county and our tax dollars,” noted Sandum.
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CAP has long promoted sensible fixes to existing roads and some small new connections, such as
the Stone Spring extension that would address people’ s current needs.

More information about CAP and the loop road isavailable at:
www.PreserveRockingham.org
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