December 23, 2016
Dear Harrisonburg-Rockingham Metropolitan Planning Organization:
I am writing to comment on your Draft Constrained Long Term Plan and Draft Vision Projects.

I am very disappointed to see that these proposals still contain segments of the Loop Road,
specifically the widening of Switchboard Road in the Constrained Long Term Plan and the
Northwest and Northeast Connectors in the Vision plan. These are very costly projects—over
$50 million for each connector and $2.5 million for widening switchboard. These projects are
completely unnecessary and it is hard for me to believe that the Commonwealth of Virginia, or
indeed VDOT, does not have a better use for these funds. Please remove these projects from
your plans.

The Loop Road project has been proposed for years. It has consistently and vigorously been
opposed by those who live in the area that would be affected by it. It is completely unnecessary.
Traffic that would use the Northwest Connector now uses highways 42 or 11 and Mount Clinton
Pike or 33. It takes only minutes longer to get from exit 251 to highway 33 using existing
roadways than would be true using the Connector. Moreover, there is simply not that much
traffic involved. I live on Lincolnshire Drive. At peak traffic times | may have to wait 2 or 3
minutes to turn onto Mount Clinton Pike. At most times of day the wait is seconds.

Widening Switchboard is also completely unnecessary. I drive Switchboard often and have never
had to slow down because of traffic. There used to be some safety issues because of the turns
and hills on Switchboard. Painting a white line on Switchboard has solved these problems.

Widening Switchboard and adding a Northwest Connector would destroy valuable farmland and
open up west Rockingham County to development. West Rockingham has some of the most
valuable and productive farmland in the Commonwealth. It includes many Old Order Mennonite
farms which contribute significantly to the local economy and will not be served by, indeed will
be hemmed in by, limited access four-lane roads. This area is not slated for development in the
Rockingham County comprehensive plan and does not need increased highway access. Even if
these roads could be built for free, they would do more harm than good.

If the HRMPO has extra money it needs to spend, what is most needed in this area is a widening
of Mount Clinton Pike between Park Road in the City and Lincolnshire Drive to add bicycle and
pedestrian paths. | frequently encounter people walking between town and Gemeinschaft or
bicyclists heading out of Harrisonburg into the County. The road is very narrow with deep
ditches on either side. Cars come in from the County at high speed and speed up leaving the City
It is a miracle that no one has been killed yet walking or riding over the hill.

Please spend our taxpayer money on projects that are needed, not on boondoggles that will
cause, not solve, problems,

Timothy Jost,
1370 Lincolnshire Drive,
Harrisonburg, Va. 22802

jostt@wlu.edu
540 421 1529
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Appendix D: Vision List Project Scores
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DESCRIPTION

Overall Project Scoring

Congestion

PROJECT
ID

JURISDICTION

PROJECT NAME

RANK

Project
Score

Project Cost

Project
Benefit

101

Harrisonburg

Maplehurst
Avenue Extension

150.0

$647,676

9.7

43A

Rockingham

Erickson Avenue
Improvements

100.6

$836,625

8.4

124

Harrisonburg

Port Republic
Road
Improvements
(South)

82.1

$3,694,800

30.4

110

Harrisonburg

South Carlton
Street
Improvements

76.7

$1,827,788

14.0

108

Harrisonburg

South Main Street
Turn Lane
Extension at Port
Republic Road

60.9

$881,775

5.4

125

Harrisonburg

Port Republic
Road
Improvements
(North)

35.0

$5,486,778

19.2

107

Harrisonburg

Linda Lane
Widening

31.9

$6,149,784

19.6

29A

Harrisonburg

Mount Clinton
Pike Extension

28.3

$7,262,603

20.6

13B

Harrisonburg

Mount Clinton
Pike
Improvements
and Roundabout

26.6

$12,560,783

334

13A

Rockingham

Mount Clinton
Pike
Improvements

10

26.5

$4,179,799

11.1

45

Rockingham

Research Dr
Extension

11

24.1

$14,728,740

35.5
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Economic
Development
(25%)

Land Use
(7.5%)

Environment
(10%)

Accessibility
(25%)

(7.5%) Safety (25%)
Weighted
Factor
Value

Weighted
Factor Value

Weighted
Factor Value

Weighted
Factor Value
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Economic

. . Congestion Accessibility Environment Land Use
DESCRIPTION Overall Project Scoring (7.5%) Safety (25%) (25%) Development (10%) (7.5%)
(25%)
. . Weighted . . :
PROJECT Project . Project Weighted Weighted Weighted
ID JURISDICTION PROJECT NAME RANK Score Project Cost Benefit Factor Factor Value Factor Value Factor Value
109 Harrisonburg Old Furnace Road 12 23.3 $6,568,500
Improvements
Mt Clinton Pike
29C Rockingham Extension 2 13 20.1 $15,634,119
ALTERNATE
358 Rockingham Dinkel Avenue 14 201  $8,239,595
Improvements
29B Rockingham Vine St Extension 15 20.0 $7,715,539
Country Club
3A Harrisonburg Road 16 19.6 $9,142,659
Improvements
93 Harrisonburg |~ "arkwoodDrive 1,000 64 158,090
Improvements
113 Harrisonburg Greendale. Road 18 14.4 $10,356,518
Extension
Extension of West
139 Dayton Mosby Rd to 19 13.9 $7,570,868
Mason St
828 Bridgewater Mount Crawford 20 13.3 $6,175,980
Avenue
133 Harrisonburg ~ omitnandRoad o,y 8 69,948,985
Widening
21 Other ~ Meigslane/Kaylor ) 10, 0 g43. 161,900
Park Connector
Garbers Church
6 Rockingham Road 23 12,5 $4,125,550
Improvements
Oakwood Dr Re-
36 Rockingham alignment and 24 10.5 $8,342,325

improvements
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Economic

. . Congestion Accessibility Environment Land Use
DESCRIPTION Overall Project Scoring (7.5%) Safety (25%) (25%) Development (10%) (7.5%)
(25%)
. . Weighted . . :
PROJECT | ,RisDICTION ~ PROJECTNAME  RANK T8t poiectcost | Froject EURgs Weighted Weighted P
ID Score Benefit Value Factor Value Factor Value Factor Value
Country Club
3B Harrisonburg Road 25 10.4 $16,876,752 17.6
Improvements
1308 Rockingham  SWitchboardRoad ', g0 g6 965400 6.8
Improvements
119 Harrisonburg South Ma”? street 27 9.6 $18,761,625 18.0
Widening
30 Rockingham US 33 Widening 28 8.0 $19,814,603 15.9
Pleasant Valley
112 Harrisonburg Road 29 7.0 $25,415,025 17.8
Improvements
Interstate 81 - Exit
10 Harrisonburg 247 Bridges and 30 5.4 $31,872,383 17.3
Interchanges
. Don Litten
27 Bridgewater 31 5.2 $30,503,760 15.8
Parkway
81A Mt Crawford F”edeR':aih“rCh 32 48  $13171,750 6.4
Northwest
22A Rockingham Connector 33 4.3 $12,827,945 5.5
Segment
818 Mt Crawford F”EdeR':aih“rCh 34 3.8 $8,887,060 3.4
. Port Republic
338 Rockingham Road Widening 35 1.4 $53,095,770 7.5
Interstate 81
5 MPO/ Other 36 1.2 $607,145,225  72.7

Improvements
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Appendix E: Projects for Future Consideration
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PROJECT JURISDICTION PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION TYPE COST ESTIMATE NOTES
ID
1 Harrisonburg North Main Street (Noll Create center turn lane and bicycle lanes, remove on Corridor $692,160
Drive to Charles St) street parking
2 Harrisonburg | Virginia Avenue (W. Gay Widen to 5 lanes, with bicycle lanes, remove parking and Corridor $ 8,996,000

Street to 5th Street) make sidewalks

16 Harrisonburg North Liberty Street (Edom | Construct center turn lane and bike/ped facilities. Corridor $ 14,982,000
Road to NCL)

20 Harrisonburg | Washington Street (from Make improvements from N. Main St to Liberty St, add Corridor $ 960,000
North Main Street to left and right turn lanes
Liberty Street)

46 Harrisonburg Vine St/Smithland Road Construct 2-lane major collector facility from Vine Street New Location $ 790,500 Scheduled for Deletion.
Connector to Smithland Road Consolidated with project 136

84 Harrisonburg North Main Street (from Create a center turn lane and construct bicycle and Corridor $ 5,720,400
Charles Street to Mount pedestrian facilities
Clinton Pike)

86 | Harrisonburg | New Connector between Construct a two-lane connector facility New Location S 3,809,800
Mount Clinton Pike and
Acorn Drive

87 Harrisonburg Acorn Drive to Friendship Construct a two-lane connector facility New Location S 3,455,400
Drive Connection

89 | Harrisonburg | Norwood Street to East Construct a local street to connect Norwood Street, New Location $ 2,392,200
Market Street Connections | Hawkins Street, Franklin Street, Highland Avenue, Long

Avenue and East Market Street

90 Harrisonburg Carpenter Lane/Pike Realign Carpenter Lane with Pike Church Road at South Intersection $1,975,125
Church Rd Realignment Main Street

91 | Harrisonburg | Port Republic Road/Neff Construct connection for, at minimum, pedestrian and New Location S 6,560,400
Avenue/University Blvd bicycle use and consider public transit use
Connection

92 Harrisonburg Hidden Creek Lane Construct connection to Erickson Avenue on new location New Location $ 10,078,800
Extension

94 Harrisonburg | Willow Hill Drive Construct connection to Pleasant Hill Road New Location S 1,860,000
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PROJECT JURISDICTION PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION TYPE COST ESTIMATE NOTES
ID
95 Harrisonburg Summit Avenue Construct connection from Summit Ave to West Market New Location $ 6,733,600
Street including Hillside Avenue to College Avenue
96 Harrisonburg Longview Drive/Vine Street | Reconnect intersection and extend new road to City limits New Location $ 2,569,400 Removed per Working group
Connector to connect with Project 45 in Rockingham County meeting on 11/14/2017
97 Harrisonburg Neff Avenue (from Port Widen roadway and add median Corridor $ 11,826,000
Republic Road to Turner
Ashby Lane)
98 Harrisonburg Neyland Drive Connection Construct connection from Neyland Drive to Wyndham New Location S 1,683,400
Drive
929 Harrisonburg Keezletown Road Construct a two-lane facility with median, bicycle and Corridor $ 6,384,375
pedestrian improvements
100 Harrisonburg Connection between Construct connection from Skylark Lane to Port Republic New Location $ 3,931,625 Removed per Harrisonburg’s
Skylark Lane and Port Road. guidance.
Republic Road
104 Harrisonburg Connection between Construct connection from Devon Lane to Stone Spring New Location S 4,075,400
Devon Lane and Stone Road
Spring Road
111 | Harrisonburg | East Kaylor Park Drive Construct East Kaylor Park Drive, provide street New Location $ 11,440,800
Improvements connection to Boxwood Ct parallel to South Main Street;
realign Boxwood Court with Pointe Drive.
116 Harrisonburg Washington Street Extend Washington Street as a two-lane major collector New Location $ 1,063,200
Extended facility to the east of Vine Street to the ECL
123 Harrisonburg Interstate 81 - Smithland Construct new interchange at Smithland Road Interchange $ 53,812,500
Road Interchange
130A Harrisonburg Switchboard Road (West Widen/reconstruct as 4-lane divided major arterial and Corridor $ 4,596,000 Dependent on 130B in the
Market Street to NCL) add bicycle lanes county.
17 Rockingham Smithland Road (North Construct new roadway and Widen on existing roadway to | New Location $ 11,680,000 Rockingham elected to remove
Valley Pike Route 11 to Old | 4-lane urban median arterial facility with bike lanes
Furnace Road Linda Lane) between North Valley Pike (Route 11) in county to Linda
Lane in city and Old Furnace Road
26 Rockingham Northeast Connector Construct 4-lane limited access facility, with center New location $ 50,430,000

median, curb & gutter, & bike-ped facilities, from
Spotswood Trail (US 33E) north to | 81 Exit 251
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PROJECT JURISDICTION PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION TYPE COST ESTIMATE NOTES
ID
30 Rockingham US 33 Spotswood Trail Upgrade US 33 E as a 6-lane, urban major arterial Corridor $ 37,588,000
(from ECL to East MPO
Boundary)
32 Rockingham US 33 Rawley Pike (from Widen to 4-lane rural major arterial (from West MPO Corridor $ 47,894,750
WCL to West MPO boundary to WCL)
Boundary)
22B Rockingham Northwest Connector Widen existing 2-lane Buttermilk Creek Rd to 4-lane Existing
Segment limited access facility, with center median, curb & gutter, .
. ers Location
& bike-ped facilities
22C Rockingham Northwest Connector Fort Lynne Road - Realign and construct new two lane Existing & New
Segment road with center median, curb & gutter, & bike-ped .
- Location
facilities
34 Rockingham N. Valley Pike Widening Widen to 4-lanes rural major arterial with center median Corridor $ 44,414,000
and bike lanes/shoulder from Mt Clinton Pike to 1-81 exit
251 to Route 765
67 Rockingham New Major Collector Construct 2-lane minor arterial as extension of Walton New Location $ 5,904,000
Roadway Way between Route 682 and North River Rd
68 Rockingham New Minor Material New Minor Arterial north of NCL Harrisonburg, east of New Location $ 5,965,500
Arterial Kratzer Rd
54 Rockingham New Major Collector Construct 2-lane major collector east and west of Kratzer New Location $ 4,817,625
Roadway Rd located south of proposed Northwestern Bypass
55 Rockingham New Major Collector Construct 2-lane major collector east and west of Kratzer New Location S 3,876,250
Roadway Rd located immediately north of NCL Harrisonburg
43B Rockingham Erickson Avenue Add center turn lane or create a bypass over to Silver Lake Corridor $ 12,376,000
Improvements road that eventually connects to Route 33
a7 Rockingham Confederacy Drive Construct 2-lane major collector facility extending New Location $ 4,961,600
Extension Confederacy Dr north of Rt 33
52 Rockingham Autumn Lane Reconstruct to 2-lane major collector between Osceola Corridor $ 6,703,500
Springs Rd and Ridgedale Rd
57 Rockingham Grassy Creek Road Widen to 2-lane major collector Corridor $ 4,817,625 Extension of Peach Grove Ave

Widening

should happen first.
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PROJECT JURISDICTION PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION TYPE COST ESTIMATE NOTES
ID
53 Rockingham Kratzer Road Reconstruct to 2-lane major collector facility with bike- Corridor $ 13,161,000
ped lanes from NCL Harrisonburg to north MPO boundary
58 Rockingham Friedens Church Rd to Construct 2-lane major collector connector road that Corridor S 14,264,600 Review description
Scholars Rd Major Collector | connects Creekside Dr and Valley Branch Rd
63 Rockingham Route 704 Improvements Widen/improve alignment Corridor $ 7,257,000
71 Rockingham Route 704 Improvements Upgrade/widen. Straigten alignment at Route 704 and Corridor $ 20,602,500
Pleasants Rd.
137 Rockingham Rt 42/11 Connector from Widen Pike Church Road to a 2-lane minor arterial Corridor $ 3,712,800
Mosby Rd/Huffman Dr to
0.20 miles west of Claudes
Ln
138 Rockingham Rt. 42/11 Connector from Construct 2-lane minor arterial connection on new New Location $ 6,115,200
0.20 miles west of Claudes location
Ln. to Covenant Drive
139 Rockingham West Mosby Rd 2-lane major collector with bike-ped lanes, from Pike Corridor Do not score. Add to alternate list
Improvements Church Rd to Western Corporate Limits as a new project #139
64 Bridgewater New Major Collector Construct 2-lane major collector connecting Milky Way Ln Existing and S 1,860,600
Roadway to propost.ed Bridgewater bypass.(north of Mt. Crawford New Location
Avenue/Dinkel Avenue Intersection.)
83 Bridgewater Millview Drive Extension Extend Millview Drive to Ottobine Road (Route 257) Corridor $ 2,767,500
74 Mt Crawford Scholars Road Reconstruct/ Improve 2-lane rural collector Corridor S 4,981,500
Improvements
35A Mt Crawford Dinkel Avenue Widening Widen to 4-lane rural arterial with center median and side Corridor $ 13,097,500 Project Segmented. 35B should
path (from Mt Crawford Ave to Old Bridgewater Rd (Rt. be scored first.
867)
39 Dayton Eberly Road Extension / Rte | 2-lane rural minor arterial extending Eberly Road on east New Location/
42 & Rte 11 Connector side of Route 42 on new location, improving the Corridor
intersection of Mosby Rd/Pike Church Rd/Liskey Rd
77B Dayton Eberly Rd, between Silver Improve arterial between Silver Lake Rd. and Rt. 42 Corridor

Lake Rd. and Rt. 42
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